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Insurance Considerations ​
for Public Art Projects 

Section A: Overview 
Public art projects create potential liability exposures that require appropriate 
insurance coverage. This appendix provides guidance for municipal managers 
on insurance considerations, typical coverage amounts, and resources for 
artists. It is not legal or insurance advice. Consult your municipal solicitor and 
insurance provider for project-specific recommendations. 

Why Insurance Matters for Public Art 
•​ Outdoor installations can cause injury to visitors (trips, falls, sharp edges) 
•​ Artwork can be damaged by weather, vandalism, or accidents 
•​ Installation activities may damage property or injure workers 
•​ Events and dedications bring crowds with associated risks 
•​ Volunteers maintaining artwork need liability protection 

Types of Coverage Relevant to Public Art 
Coverage Type What It Covers 

General Liability Bodily injury and property damage claims from third 
parties. This is the primary coverage needed for public 
art. 

Property Coverage Damage to or loss of the artwork itself from 
vandalism, weather, theft, or accidents. 

Professional Liability Errors and omissions by professionals (designers, 
engineers). Relevant when structural work is involved. 

Workers' Compensation Injuries to workers during installation. Required for 
employees; contractors should carry their own. 
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Section B: Municipal Coverage Considerations 
Most municipalities carry general liability insurance that may extend to public 
art installations. However, coverage varies significantly between policies. Before 
beginning any public art project, discuss the following questions with your 
municipal insurer. 

Questions to Ask Your Municipal Insurer 
1.​ Does our current general liability policy cover public art installations on 

municipal property? 
2.​ Are there any exclusions that might apply to outdoor artwork, 

sculptures, or murals? 
3.​ What is our per-occurrence limit? Is it sufficient for a public gathering 

space? 
4.​ Does our policy cover artwork installed on private property through 

municipal programs? 
5.​ Are volunteers covered when performing authorized maintenance on 

municipal property? 
6.​ Do we need to schedule (list) individual artworks on our policy, or are 

they automatically covered? 
7.​ What documentation do you need when we acquire new artwork? 
8.​ Should we require artists and contractors to name the municipality as an 

additional insured? 

What Municipal Policies Typically Cover 
•​ Liability for injuries occurring on municipal property, including near 

installed artwork 
•​ Damage caused by municipal employees during routine maintenance 
•​ Defense costs if the municipality is sued 

What Municipal Policies May Not Cover 
•​ Damage to the artwork itself (may require separate property coverage or 

fine arts rider) 
•​ Liability during the installation phase (contractor's responsibility) 
•​ Claims arising from artist negligence in design or construction 
•​ Artwork on private property (even if municipally sponsored) 
•​ Interactive or kinetic artwork with moving parts (may be excluded) 

When to Request a Coverage Endorsement 
An endorsement adds or modifies coverage on your existing policy. Consider 
requesting an endorsement when: 

•​ Installing high-value artwork (over $25,000) 
•​ Placing artwork in high-traffic areas with significant public interaction 
•​ Installing interactive, climbable, or kinetic artwork 
•​ Placing artwork near roadways or in locations with vehicle access 
•​ Establishing a formal public art collection you want to protect as 

property 
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Section C: Coverage Amount Guidelines 
The following tables provide typical coverage ranges as starting points for 
discussion with your insurer. Actual coverage needs depend on project 
specifics, site conditions, and local risk factors. These are not requirements or 
recommendations for any specific project. 

General Liability Coverage by Project Type 
Project Type Typical Range Notes 

Utility box wrap or small 
mural 

$300,000 - $500,000 Low physical risk; minimal 
interaction 

Large mural (over 200 sq 
ft) 

$500,000 - 
$1,000,000 

Lift/scaffold use increases 
installation risk 

Permanent sculpture $1,000,000 Standard for permanent 
installations in public spaces 

Interactive or climbable 
art 

$1,000,000 - 
$2,000,000 

Higher risk; consider umbrella 
policy 

Temporary event 
installation 

$500,000 - 
$1,000,000 

Duration matters; crowds 
increase risk 

Property Coverage for Artwork 
If you want to insure the artwork itself against damage or loss, coverage should 
reflect the replacement value of the piece. Consider: 

•​ Commissioned works: The total project cost (artist fee + materials + 
installation) 

•​ Donated works: Appraised value at time of donation 
•​ Irreplaceable works: Agreed value stated in the policy (requires 

documentation) 

Factors That Affect Coverage Needs 
•​ Location: High-traffic areas, proximity to playgrounds, or roadside 

installations increase risk 
•​ Interaction: Art designed to be touched, climbed, or physically engaged 

requires higher limits 
•​ Materials: Sharp edges, glass, water features, or moving parts increase 

risk 
•​ Height: Tall installations pose falling hazards during installation and 

wind events 
•​ Value: Higher-value pieces justify higher property coverage 
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Section D: Artist Insurance Requirements 

When to Require Artist Insurance 
Artists should provide proof of insurance for projects that involve: 

•​ Physical installation work (not just design) 
•​ Work on municipal property 
•​ Use of lifts, scaffolding, or heavy equipment 
•​ Fabrication involving welding, electrical work, or structural elements 
•​ Community participation events where the artist supervises public 

involvement 

For small projects where the artist is only providing design (not installation), 
requiring insurance may be an unreasonable barrier. In such cases, ensure the 
municipality's coverage is adequate and have the artist sign a liability waiver. 

Typical Coverage Amounts to Request from Artists 
Project Scale General Liability Notes 

Small (under $5,000) $300,000 - $500,000 May waive for design-only 
work 

Medium ($5,000 - $25,000) $500,000 - 
$1,000,000 

Standard for most public 
projects 

Large (over $25,000) $1,000,000+ May require umbrella policy 

Sample Certificate of Insurance Language 
When requiring artists to name the municipality as an additional insured, 
provide this sample language: 

"[Municipality Name] is named as an additional insured with respect to 
general liability coverage for work performed under [Project Name/Contract 
Number]. This coverage is primary and non-contributory." 

 

How Artists Can Obtain Coverage 
Many individual artists do not carry general liability insurance as a standard 
practice. Artists can obtain coverage through: 

•​ Short-term project policies: Some insurers offer coverage for a specific 
project or time period 

•​ Annual business policies: Artists with regular public commissions may 
carry ongoing coverage 
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•​ Fiscal sponsors: Organizations like Fractured Atlas can provide coverage 
for sponsored projects 

•​ Professional associations: Some artist organizations offer group 
insurance programs 

Section E: Special Situations 

Temporary Installations and Events 
•​ For installations lasting less than 90 days, short-term event insurance 

may be appropriate 
•​ If the installation is part of a larger event, confirm whether the event's 

coverage extends to art installations 
•​ Document the installation and removal dates in writing 
•​ Ensure coverage runs through the complete removal and site restoration 

Private Property Placements 
•​ Municipal liability coverage typically does not extend to art on private 

property 
•​ The MOU with the property owner should specify who carries liability 

coverage 
•​ Options: Municipality purchases specific coverage, property owner's 

policy covers it, or shared responsibility 
•​ Include indemnification language in the property owner agreement 

Volunteer Activities (Adopt-an-Artwork) 
•​ Confirm with your insurer that authorized volunteer activities on 

municipal property are covered 
•​ Keep written records of approved maintenance activities and volunteer 

training 
•​ Limit volunteer activities to routine maintenance (cleaning, debris 

removal) 
•​ Do not allow volunteers to perform repairs, use power tools, or work at 

heights without professional supervision 

Donated Artwork 
•​ Obtain an independent appraisal for donations over $5,000 
•​ Document the agreed value in the donation resolution or agreement 
•​ Determine whether the donor's insurance covers the piece until transfer 

is complete 
•​ Schedule high-value donations on your municipal property policy 

Section F: Insurance Review Checklist 
Use this checklist before beginning any public art project. Check each item that 
has been completed. 
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Before Project Approval 

☐​ Reviewed project with municipal insurer 
☐​ Confirmed existing coverage is adequate OR requested endorsement 
☐​ Determined whether property coverage for artwork is needed 
☐​ Identified insurance requirements for artist/contractor 

Before Contract Signing 

☐​ Insurance requirements included in artist contract or RFP 
☐​ Sample certificate language provided to artist 
☐​ Indemnification clauses reviewed by solicitor 

Before Installation 

☐​ Certificate of Insurance received from artist/contractor 
☐​ Certificate verified (correct municipality name, dates, coverage amounts) 
☐​ Certificate on file before work begins 

After Installation 

☐​ Artwork added to municipal property inventory (if applicable) 
☐​ Insurer notified of new permanent installation (if required) 
☐​ Documentation photographs taken for insurance records 

Disclaimer 

This appendix is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal, 
financial, or insurance advice. Insurance requirements and coverage vary by insurer, 
policy, and jurisdiction. Always consult with your municipal solicitor and insurance 
provider before making decisions about coverage for specific projects. The coverage 
amounts listed are typical ranges based on general industry practice and should not be 
interpreted as requirements or guarantees of adequacy for any particular situation. 

Need Assistance? 

The Cultural Alliance of York County can help connect you with resources and 
answer questions about public art projects. Contact them at 
www.culturalyork.org. 

https://www.culturalyork.org
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