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Sample Council Resolutions Package 
Ready-to-Adapt Templates for Municipal Action 

 

LEGAL REVIEW REQUIRED: These templates provide starting points for 
municipal action. All resolutions and ordinances should be reviewed by your 
municipal solicitor before adoption to ensure compliance with Pennsylvania law 
and your municipality's existing code. Bracketed text [like this] indicates 
information that must be customized for your municipality. 

This section provides five sample resolutions covering common public art scenarios. 
Each resolution includes explanatory notes to help you understand its purpose and 
adapt it to your municipality's needs. These resolutions establish policy direction and 
authorize specific actions—they do not require ordinance amendments and can 
typically be adopted at a regular council meeting. 
 

Included Resolutions 
# Resolution Title Use When... 

1 Declaring Support for Public Art Starting a public art initiative 

2 Establishing a Volunteer Art Advisory 
Committee 

Creating a review body for art 
decisions 

3 Accepting Donated Artwork Receiving a gift of art for public 
display 

4 Authorizing a Partnership Agreement Partnering with a cultural 
organization 
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Resolution 1: Declaring Municipal Support for Public 
Art 
Purpose: This foundational resolution establishes that your municipality values 
public art and intends to pursue opportunities for its development. It creates a 
policy basis for future actions without committing specific resources or requiring 
code changes. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. [YEAR]-[NUMBER] 

A RESOLUTION OF THE [GOVERNING BODY] OF [MUNICIPALITY NAME], 
[COUNTY] COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, DECLARING SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC 

ART AND ESTABLISHING POLICY GUIDANCE FOR PUBLIC ART INITIATIVES 

WHEREAS, public art contributes to community identity, quality of life, and 
economic vitality by enhancing public spaces and reflecting the heritage and 
values of residents; and 

WHEREAS, [Municipality Name] possesses public spaces, buildings, and 
infrastructure that could benefit from artistic enhancement; and 

WHEREAS, the [Municipality Name] Comprehensive Plan [or other relevant 
planning document, if applicable] recognizes the importance of community 
character and quality of place; and 

WHEREAS, regional and state resources exist to support municipal public art 
efforts, including technical assistance, grant programs, and artist networks; and 

WHEREAS, the [Governing Body] wishes to establish policy support for public 
art initiatives that may be undertaken by municipal staff, volunteers, partner 
organizations, or community members. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the [Governing Body] of [Municipality 
Name] as follows: 

Section 1.​ Policy Declaration. The [Governing Body] hereby declares its 
support for the integration of public art into the civic life of [Municipality 
Name]. Public art is recognized as a legitimate municipal interest that 
contributes to community identity, economic development, and quality 
of life. 

Section 2.​ Guidance for Public Art. The [Governing Body] encourages public 
art initiatives that: (a) reflect the heritage, culture, and values of 
[Municipality Name] and its residents; (b) enhance public spaces and 
contribute to community character; (c) engage community members in 
the creative process when practical; (d) consider long-term maintenance 
and sustainability; and (e) respect the diverse perspectives within the 
community. 

Section 3.​ Authorization to Pursue Opportunities. The [Municipal 
Manager/Administrator/Secretary] is authorized to pursue public art 
opportunities, including grant applications, partnerships with cultural 
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organizations, and coordination with community volunteers, consistent 
with this resolution and existing municipal policies. 

Section 4.​ No Commitment of Funds. This resolution establishes policy 
direction only and does not commit or appropriate municipal funds. Any 
public art project requiring municipal expenditure shall be subject to 
separate approval through the normal budgetary process. 

Section 5.​ Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

ADOPTED this _____ day of ____________, 20___. 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Title] 

ATTEST: 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Municipal Secretary] 

 



YoCo Public Art Toolkit | Cultural Alliance of York County ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4 

Resolution 2: Establishing a Volunteer Art Advisory 
Committee 
Purpose: This resolution creates a volunteer committee to advise the governing 
body on public art matters. By delegating design decisions to an advisory body, 
elected officials are shielded from subjective aesthetic judgments while retaining 
final authority over policy and expenditures. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. [YEAR]-[NUMBER] 

A RESOLUTION OF THE [GOVERNING BODY] OF [MUNICIPALITY NAME], 
[COUNTY] COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING A VOLUNTEER PUBLIC 

ART ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

WHEREAS, the [Governing Body] has declared its support for public art 
initiatives through Resolution No. [reference previous resolution if applicable]; 
and 

WHEREAS, decisions regarding public art benefit from community input and 
expertise that may not reside within municipal staff or elected officials; and 

WHEREAS, a volunteer advisory committee can provide recommendations 
while allowing the [Governing Body] to retain final decision-making authority; 
and 

WHEREAS, establishing clear roles for advisory input helps prevent conflicts 
and ensures fair, transparent processes for artists and community members. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the [Governing Body] of [Municipality 
Name] as follows: 

Section 1.​ Establishment. There is hereby established a volunteer Public Art 
Advisory Committee (the "Committee") to advise the [Governing Body] 
on matters related to public art in [Municipality Name]. 

Section 2.​ Membership. Membership. The Committee shall consist of [five 
to seven] members appointed by the [Governing Body]. Membership 
should include, when possible, representation from the following 
backgrounds: (a) practicing artist or arts educator; (b) local business 
owner; (c) historical society or heritage organization representative; (d) 
at-large community members with interest in arts and culture; and (e) 
liaison from the [Governing Body] (non-voting, ex officio). Members shall 
serve staggered terms of [two/three] years and may be reappointed. 

Section 3.​ Duties. The Committee shall: (a) review proposed public art 
projects and provide recommendations to the [Governing Body]; (b) 
develop criteria for evaluating public art proposals consistent with the 
policies of [Municipality Name]; (c) advise on the acceptance or 
deaccessioning of donated artwork; (d) recommend policies and 
procedures for public art; and (e) assist with community engagement 
related to public art initiatives. 
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Section 4.​ Advisory Role. The Committee serves in an advisory capacity 
only. Final decisions regarding public art policy, expenditures, and 
installations remain with the [Governing Body]. Committee 
recommendations shall be made in writing and included in [Governing 
Body] meeting materials when relevant items are considered. 

Section 5.​ Meetings and Procedures. The Committee shall meet as needed 
to fulfill its duties, but not less than [quarterly/semi-annually]. Meetings 
shall comply with the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act. The Committee shall 
select a chairperson from among its members and may adopt bylaws or 
procedures as needed, subject to approval by the [Governing Body]. 

Section 6.​ Staff Support. The [Municipal Manager/Secretary] shall provide 
administrative support to the Committee as time and resources allow, 
including meeting notices, record-keeping, and coordination with other 
municipal functions. 

Section 7.​ Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

ADOPTED this _____ day of ____________, 20___. 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Title] 

ATTEST: 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Municipal Secretary] 

Note on Membership: The standing Advisory Committee differs from 
project-specific selection panels, which may be smaller (3–4 members). See Module 
4: Artist Selection for Small Communities for selection panel guidance. 
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Resolution 3: Accepting Donated Artwork 
Purpose: This resolution provides a template for formally accepting donated 
artwork. It establishes conditions for acceptance, including maintenance 
responsibilities, and transfers ownership to the municipality. Adapt this template 
for each specific donation. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. [YEAR]-[NUMBER] 

A RESOLUTION OF THE [GOVERNING BODY] OF [MUNICIPALITY NAME], 
[COUNTY] COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ACCEPTING A DONATION OF 

ARTWORK FOR PUBLIC DISPLAY 

WHEREAS, [Donor Name] (the "Donor") has offered to donate a work of art 
described as [description of artwork, including title if applicable, medium, 
approximate dimensions, and artist name] (the "Artwork") to [Municipality 
Name]; and 

WHEREAS, the Artwork is proposed for installation at [specific location]; and 

WHEREAS, [if applicable: the Public Art Advisory Committee has reviewed the 
proposed donation and recommends acceptance]; and 

WHEREAS, the [Governing Body] has determined that the Artwork is consistent 
with the municipality's public art policies and will contribute to the character of 
[Municipality Name]; and 

WHEREAS, the Donor agrees to transfer all ownership rights to [Municipality 
Name] and acknowledges the municipality's authority to relocate, conserve, or 
deaccession the Artwork in accordance with municipal policies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the [Governing Body] of [Municipality 
Name] as follows: 

Section 1.​ Acceptance of Donation. The [Governing Body] hereby accepts 
the donation of the Artwork described above from [Donor Name], subject 
to the conditions set forth in this resolution. 

Section 2.​ Transfer of Ownership. Upon delivery and installation of the 
Artwork, full ownership shall transfer to [Municipality Name]. The 
municipality shall have the right to display, relocate, conserve, restore, 
or deaccession the Artwork in accordance with municipal policies then 
in effect. 

Section 3.​ Installation Location. The Artwork shall be initially installed at 
[specific location]. The municipality reserves the right to relocate the 
Artwork if necessary for public safety, construction activities, or other 
municipal purposes. 

Section 4.​ Maintenance Responsibility. [Select one of the following options or 
adapt as appropriate:] 



YoCo Public Art Toolkit | Cultural Alliance of York County ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7 

Option A: The Donor agrees to provide or fund maintenance of the 
Artwork for a period of [number] years from the date of installation, after 
which maintenance responsibility shall transfer to [Municipality Name]. 

Option B: [Municipality Name] accepts maintenance responsibility for 
the Artwork upon installation. 

Option C: [Organization Name] has agreed to provide maintenance of the 
Artwork pursuant to a separate agreement with [Municipality Name]. 

Section 5.​ Acknowledgment. The municipality shall install appropriate 
signage acknowledging the donation by [Donor Name], unless the Donor 
requests anonymity. 

Section 6.​ Authorization. The [Municipal Manager/Secretary] is authorized 
to execute any documents necessary to complete the donation and 
arrange for installation of the Artwork. 

Section 7.​ Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

ADOPTED this _____ day of ____________, 20___. 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Title] 

ATTEST: 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Municipal Secretary] 
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Resolution 4: Authorizing a Partnership Agreement 
Purpose: This resolution authorizes the municipality to enter into a memorandum 
of understanding or partnership agreement with a cultural organization, such as 
a regional arts council or cultural alliance. Such partnerships can provide 
technical assistance, access to artist networks, and coordination support. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. [YEAR]-[NUMBER] 

A RESOLUTION OF THE [GOVERNING BODY] OF [MUNICIPALITY NAME], 
[COUNTY] COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING A PARTNERSHIP 

AGREEMENT WITH [ORGANIZATION NAME] FOR PUBLIC ART SUPPORT 
SERVICES 

WHEREAS, [Organization Name] (the "Organization") is a [nonprofit 
organization/regional arts council/cultural alliance] that provides support 
services to municipalities in [region] related to arts and cultural programming; 
and 

WHEREAS, [Municipality Name] seeks to develop public art initiatives but has 
limited staff capacity and expertise in arts programming; and 

WHEREAS, the Organization offers services including [list relevant services, 
such as: technical assistance, artist roster access, grant identification and 
support, training for volunteers and staff, coordination with regional public art 
initiatives]; and 

WHEREAS, a partnership between [Municipality Name] and the Organization 
would benefit both parties and the residents of [Municipality Name]. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the [Governing Body] of [Municipality 
Name] as follows: 

Section 1.​ Authorization of Agreement. The [Governing Body] hereby 
authorizes the [Municipal Manager/Mayor] to enter into a memorandum 
of understanding or partnership agreement with [Organization Name] 
for the provision of public art support services. 

Section 2.​ Scope of Services. The agreement may include provisions for: (a) 
technical assistance and consultation on public art projects; (b) access to 
the Organization's artist roster and professional networks; (c) assistance 
with grant identification and application support; (d) training for 
municipal staff and volunteers; (e) coordination with county-wide or 
regional public art initiatives; and (f) other services mutually agreed 
upon by the parties. 

Section 3.​ Term and Cost. The initial term of the agreement shall not exceed 
[one/two/three] year(s). Any fees or membership costs associated with 
the partnership shall not exceed [$___] annually and shall be subject to 
appropriation through the normal budgetary process. 
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Section 4.​ Municipal Autonomy. Nothing in the agreement shall restrict the 
[Governing Body]'s authority over public art policy, project approval, or 
expenditure of municipal funds. The Organization's role shall be advisory 
and supportive only. 

Section 5.​ Reporting. The [Municipal Manager/designated staff member] 
shall provide periodic updates to the [Governing Body] on activities 
undertaken through the partnership. 

Section 6.​ Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

ADOPTED this _____ day of ____________, 20___. 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Title] 

ATTEST: 

________________________________________ 

[Name], [Municipal Secretary] 
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