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Temporary vs. Permanent Installation 
A decision guide for choosing the right approach for your public art project 

How to Use This Guide: This guide helps municipal managers and volunteer art 
committees decide whether a proposed public art project should be temporary or 
permanent. Neither approach is inherently better—the right choice depends on 
your community's goals, resources, and circumstances. 
 

Definitions 
Type Description 

Temporary Artwork with a planned end date, typically ranging from 
one day (events, performances) to several years (rotating 
exhibitions). The removal date is established before 
installation. 

Permanent Artwork intended to remain in place indefinitely, with no 
planned removal date. May still be subject to 
deaccessioning under certain conditions (see 
Deaccessioning Policy Template). 

Semi-Permanent Artwork with a defined lifespan (often 5-10 years) that is 
designed to be durable but not permanent. A 
middle-ground option that provides longevity with a 
planned conclusion. 
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Comparison: Temporary vs. Permanent 
Factor Temporary Permanent 

Upfront Cost Generally lower; materials can be 
less durable; installation may be 
simpler 

Generally higher; requires 
durable materials and 
professional installation 

Maintenance 
Burden 

Limited; ends when artwork is 
removed; maintenance volunteers 
easier to recruit for short-term 
commitment 

Ongoing for decades; requires 
dedicated funding; volunteer 
fatigue is common over time 

Community Risk Lower; if artwork is controversial 
or unsuccessful, it will be 
removed on schedule 

Higher; removal of permanent 
artwork can be contentious; 
deaccessioning process may be 
required 

Flexibility High; can rotate artwork, try new 
artists, respond to changing 
community interests 

Low; changes require significant 
process; site is committed 
long-term 

Community 
Identity 

Creates excitement and novelty; 
less likely to become a landmark 

Can become a beloved landmark 
and point of pride; builds 
long-term identity 

Artist 
Opportunities 

More opportunities for more 
artists; lower barrier to entry; 
good for emerging artists 

Fewer opportunities but higher 
prestige; typically requires 
experienced artists 

Approval Process Can often use existing event 
permit systems; faster approvals 
possible 

Typically requires more 
extensive review; may need 
Council approval 

Grant Funding Many grants available for 
temporary/event-based projects 

Grants often available for 
installation but not for ongoing 
maintenance 
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Decision Questions 
Answer these questions to help determine which approach is right for your 
project. Check the box that best applies to your situation. 

1. What is your maintenance capacity? 
☐  We have limited or no budget for ongoing maintenance → Favors Temporary 

☐  We have some capacity but rely on volunteers → Favors Temporary or 
Semi-Permanent 

☐  We have dedicated maintenance funding or staff → Permanent may be 
feasible 

2. Is this your community's first public art project? 
☐  Yes, this is new territory for us → Favors Temporary (lower risk, chance to 
learn) 

☐  No, we have experience with public art → Either approach 

3. How certain is the community about what it wants? 
☐  There is strong, unified community support for a specific vision → 
Permanent may be appropriate 

☐  Opinions are divided or still forming → Favors Temporary 

☐  We want to test different approaches before committing → Favors 
Temporary 

4. What is the site situation? 
☐  The site may be redeveloped or change significantly → Favors Temporary 

☐  We are using an existing structure (utility box, bridge, etc.) → Favors 
Semi-Permanent 

☐  The site is stable and will remain public space long-term → Either approach 

5. What is the purpose of the project? 
☐  Activate a space, create excitement, or test an idea → Favors Temporary 

☐  Commemorate an event, honor local heritage, or create a landmark → 
Favors Permanent 

☐  Beautify infrastructure (utility boxes, planters, crosswalks) → Favors 
Semi-Permanent 
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6. What is your budget situation? 
☐  We have one-time funding (grant, donation) but no ongoing budget → 
Favors Temporary 

☐  We can commit to a maintenance fund or endowment → Permanent may be 
feasible 

☐  We have sponsors willing to "adopt" the artwork for maintenance → Either 
approach 

Examples: When Each Approach Works Best 

Good Candidates for Temporary Installation 
•​ Painted utility box wraps (typically last 3-7 years before fading) 
•​ Seasonal decorations on municipal property (holiday displays, spring planters) 
•​ Pop-up installations in vacant storefronts or empty lots 
•​ Rotating sculpture programs on loan from artists or organizations 
•​ Festival or event-based installations 
•​ Youth or student art projects (educational focus, limited durability) 
•​ Interactive or participatory installations 
•​ "Pilot" projects to test community response before permanent investment 

Good Candidates for Permanent Installation 
•​ Historical markers and heritage commemorations 
•​ Veterans memorials and war monuments 
•​ Landmark sculptures in established public spaces (parks, town squares) 
•​ Functional art integrated into infrastructure (artistic benches, custom bike 

racks) 
•​ Works by established artists with proven durability 
•​ Projects with endowment or dedicated maintenance funding 
•​ Gateway or wayfinding elements that define community identity 
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Communicating Your Decision 
Once you decide on temporary or permanent, communicate clearly with all 
stakeholders. Being upfront about the timeline prevents misunderstandings and 
makes removal easier when the time comes. 

For Temporary Installations 
•​ Include the end date on all signage and promotional materials 
•​ State the duration in artist contracts and permit applications 
•​ Announce the installation as "on view through [DATE]" 
•​ Consider a "closing celebration" when the artwork is removed 
•​ Document the installation with photographs for the municipal archive 

For Permanent Installations 
•​ Complete the Maintenance Planning Worksheet before installation 
•​ Execute a Maintenance Agreement with the artist 
•​ Establish the maintenance funding source (budget line, endowment, 

sponsors) 
•​ Ensure the Deaccessioning Policy (Removal Process) is in place for future 

decisions 
•​ Install permanent signage crediting the artist and installation date 

Quick Decision Matrix 
Use this simplified matrix when you need a quick starting point: 

LEAN TOWARD TEMPORARY IF: LEAN TOWARD PERMANENT IF: 

•​ This is your first public art project 
•​ No maintenance budget exists 
•​ Community opinion is divided 
•​ Site may change in the future 
•​ You want to support emerging 

artists 
•​ Grant funding covers installation 

only 

•​ Strong community consensus exists 
•​ Dedicated maintenance funding is 

secured 
•​ Project commemorates heritage or 

history 
•​ Site is stable long-term 
•​ Community wants a landmark 
•​ Endowment or sponsor is 

committed 
 

 


	26.03.01 Full Toolkit Modules_formatted v5.docx_Part11
	YoCo Public Art Toolkit:​Web Modules 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Temporary vs. Permanent Installation 
	How to Use This Guide: This guide helps municipal managers and volunteer art committees decide whether a proposed public art project should be temporary or permanent. Neither approach is inherently better—the right choice depends on your community's goals, resources, and circumstances. 
	 
	Definitions 
	Comparison: Temporary vs. Permanent 



	26.03.01 Full Toolkit Modules_formatted v5.docx_Part12
	YoCo Public Art Toolkit:​Web Modules 
	Temporary vs. Permanent Installation 
	Decision Questions 
	1. What is your maintenance capacity? 
	2. Is this your community's first public art project? 
	3. How certain is the community about what it wants? 
	4. What is the site situation? 
	5. What is the purpose of the project? 
	 
	6. What is your budget situation? 

	Examples: When Each Approach Works Best 
	Good Candidates for Temporary Installation 
	Good Candidates for Permanent Installation 




	26.03.01 Full Toolkit Modules_formatted v5.docx_Part13
	YoCo Public Art Toolkit:​Web Modules 
	Temporary vs. Permanent Installation 
	Communicating Your Decision 
	For Temporary Installations 
	For Permanent Installations 

	Quick Decision Matrix 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Low-Cost Public Art Ideas 
	How to Use This List 
	 



	26.03.01 Full Toolkit Modules_formatted v5.docx_Part14
	YoCo Public Art Toolkit:​Web Modules 
	Low-Cost Public Art Ideas 
	Zero Budget Projects 
	1. Sidewalk Patterns (During Scheduled Repairs) 
	2. Historical Marker Walking Tour 
	3. Community Photo Documentation Project 
	4. Pop-Up Art in Vacant Storefronts 
	5. Yarn Bombing or Seasonal Decorations 

	Projects Under $500 
	6. Painted Fire Hydrants (Youth Project) 
	7. Chalk Art Festival 
	 




	26.03.01 Full Toolkit Modules_formatted v5.docx_Part15
	YoCo Public Art Toolkit:​Web Modules 
	Low-Cost Public Art Ideas 
	Projects Under $500 
	8. Storm Drain Art / Markers 
	9. Painted Trash Cans or Benches 

	Projects $500–$2,000 
	1. Utility Box Wraps or Painting 
	2. Community Mosaic Project 
	3. Artistic Trail Markers or Wayfinding 
	4. Small-Scale Mural 
	5. Poetry Posts or Story Markers 

	 
	 
	 



	26.03.01 Full Toolkit Modules_formatted v5.docx_Part16
	YoCo Public Art Toolkit:​Web Modules 
	Low-Cost Public Art Ideas 
	Integrating Art with Planned Projects 
	 

	Quick Reference: Choosing a Project 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Heritage-Based Public Art 
	Who Should Use This Guide 
	What Is Heritage-Based Public Art? 






